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Moderator: 

Libby Tronnes is an Associate Professor of History and directs the Virginius H. Chase 
Special Collections Center and University Archives at Bradley University. Her primary 
teaching areas include Indigenous History, Civil War, American West, and Public History. 
Her research focuses on Rock River Ho-Chunk people in the nineteenth and early-
twentieth century. Her article "We Have Buried Our Tomahawks Very Deep in the Ground 
and in the Sky: Rock River Ho-Chunk Peacekeeping in the 1832 “Black Hawk War,” was 
published in the Western Historical Quarterly in 2022.  

 

Megan VanGorder is an Assistant Professor of History at Illinois State University, where she 
teaches courses in Illinois history, U.S. history, and history teaching methods. Her research 
examines the intersections of memory, place, gender, and civic identity, with attention to 
the ways local and regional histories shape broader understandings of American history. 
Her book, A Mother's Work: Mary Bickerdyke, Civil War-era Nurse was published with the 
University of North Carolina Press in February 2026. 

 

Katie Sutrina-Haney is the Archivist at the McLean County Museum of History where she 
preserves and makes accessible the physical and digital archival collections of the 
museum. She has her MLIS from Indiana University-Indianapolis and her Ph.D. in History 
from Northern Illinois University.  Her research interests include Mexican and Mexican 
American farmworkers, gender, and labor rights- as exemplified by her dissertation: The 
Food Pyramid: Mexicans, Agribusiness, Governments and Communities in the Midwest 
Migrant Stream. 


